Trunk broadly cylindrical 0.3-1.5 m tall, to 80 cm diameter. Fronds very numerous, bright green, to 120 in the crown, at first erect, later spreading obliquely, then drooping, 1.5-3 m long on mature plants, flat in cross-section, straight to arching in profile; spine-free petiole (excluding the woolly, swollen base) 2-8 cm long; rhachis not twisted or with a very gentle half spiral, more or less flattened, usually 25-28 mm broad at the lowest pinnae, shallowly convex above (sometimes with 2 or 3 broad furrows in the proximal region) with 2 narrow lateral grooves decurrent from the bases of the pinnae, convex beneath. Pinnae 150-250, widely spreading, inserted on the rhachis at about 40 degrees, moderately crowded (0.5-2 cm apart), moderately rigid, pungent-tipped, entire, straight, linear, 40 or more of the lower ones progressively reduced, rigid and spine-like; median leaflets linear, 20-40 cm x 5-11 mm, with 7-12 scarcely raised nerves beneath, amphistomatic, gradually tapered to the pungent apex, contracted to the whitish, anteriorly callous, more or less rugose base. Cones pedunculate, the females 1-6, the males 10-50 per plant, axillary amongst the lower fronds, the base of the peduncle surrounded by several, brownish, spine-like, angular, subulate, ligulate cataphylls 8-15 cm long; reduced, decurrent cataphylls present also on the peduncle. Male cones cylindrical, semi-erect to spreading, straight or more usually curved, 25-40 cm long, 8-10 cm diameter; sporophylls cuneate, 1.8-3 cm x 1.2-1.8 cm, with an apical, erect, spine-like appendage 0.2-2 cm long, the 10l).gest ones on the distal sporophylls; peduncle 10-12.5 cm long, 2-3 cm diameter. Female cones cylindrical to barrel-shaped, green with pink areas on the sporophylls, 50-80 cm long, 10-20 cm diameter, usually spreading, drooping with age; sporophylls 5-7 cm long, broadly cuneate, expanded towards the apex where glaucous (3-6 cm across), with an apical, erect, spine-like appendage 3-7 cm long, the longest ones on the distal sporophylls; peduncle 15-22 cm long, 3-4 cm diameter. Seeds 4-6 cm long, 2.5-3 cm thick, oblong, sarcotesta bright red. 
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CONSERVATION STATUS: 2R (Briggs and Leigh 1988) . M. johnsonii occurs exclusively in state forests and is not included in any reserve. Although not specifically protected, large populations occur in areas unlikely to be under immediate threat, and ·the species is not considered to be threatened in the short term.
ETYMOLOGY: The name honours Lawrence A. S. Johnson, in recognition of his pioneering studies in the Cycadaceae and Zamiaceae.
